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REVIEWS 

Das Luftschiif im intemen Recht und Volkerrecht, von Dr. F. 

Mcili. Zurich, Art. Institut Orell Fussli. 1908. pp. 61. 

In this monograph, Professor Meili discusses some of the legal 
questions likely to become subjects of controversy in respect to 
air-ships, which, he thinks, will soon become a regular medium of 
commercial intercourse, Count Zeppelin having fully proved their 
dirigibility (p. 12). Their use will be especially common in 
countries having no good roads, and in case of the interruption of 
the use of other vehicles of trade, as by accident or 
blockade (p. 13). 

The work already done by the Institute of International Law 
towards framing legal rules to apply to aerial navigation is briefly 
described in the text (pp. 14, 48), and the project elaborated in 
1902 by M. Fauchille is given in full in an appendix (p. 55). 

What, he first asks (p. 20), are the proper relations of the air- 
ship to the State? Shall it be left to private regulation, by busi- 
ness interests, or shall it be controlled from the outset by the strong 
hand of government? Germany has contracted with Count 
Zeppelin to buy his rights, as an inventor, at a price of over $600,- 
000, provided he builds a ship fulfiling certain conditions (p. 21). 
There is good reason for this. Not simply in war, but, among 
other things, for evading payment of taxes on imported goods, 
the possibilities attaching to such a ship, which touch public inter- 
ests, are immeasurable. Certainly governments must exercise a 
control over ships of the air similar to that over ships of the sea. 
If they fly far, they must bear their nation's flag (p. 24). They 
must be guided by those whom the public approves as competent. 
They must be directed under a law of the road, which decides 
which way they shall turn to avoid collisions. Only some system 
of international regulation can be adequate for these things 
(pp. 25, 48). The universe is their field (p. 54). 

Is there, he then inquires, a right to navigate the air, or must 
it be acquired? The German Imperial Code of 1900 (Art. 905) 
declares that a landowner cannot forbid the doing of acts at a 
place so high above or so deep below the surface of his land, that 
he has no substantial interest in preventing it. Switzerland has a 
similar provision. Do not they exclude any claim of right to 
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debar an air-ship from sailing over a man's land so high that he 
cannot be affected by it ? (p. 27). 

And as to crimes committed on the ship: Shall they be jus- 
ticiable only before the courts of the nation to which it belongs, 
as Fauchille and Grumwald contend (p. 37), or is there a lex loci 
that should govern? And shall crimes against the ship or those 
upon it be the subject of special provision? The project of a 
Swiss criminal code, published in 1903, declares that whoever 
intentionally so endangers the prosecution of a voyage or of an 
air-ship voyage (Luftschiffahrt) that thereby human life is put 
in peril, shall be imprisoned. Should not (pp. 40, 41, note) 
offenses injuring the goods on board or the ship itself be also 
punished ? 

These are only a few of the questions discussed. The author 
writes with force and spirit, and by the use of full-faced type 
makes it plain what points he deems of capital importance. 

6-. E. B. 

Negotiable Instruments Law. By John J. Crawford, New York. 

Baker, Voorhis Co. 1908. pp. 212. 

This is the third edition of the book, the second edition having 
been published in 1902. It follows the style and arrangement of 
the previous editions by giving each section of the Negotiable 
Instruments Law with copious notes. As Mr. Crawford was the 
draftsman of the original New York act, we can find none better 
to edit such a work. The author has preserved all of his original 
annotations as in the previous editions. These are not 
merely a digest and compilation of cases, but indicate 
the decisions and other sources from which the various 
provisions of the statute are drawn. , The author has com- 
piled a table of the corresponding sections of the statute in the 
different states, which is helpful for references. Mr. Crawford 
has carefully pointed out the changes which have been made in 
the law since it was first enacted, so as to bring it up to date. 
He has cited upwards of two hundred new cases in which the 
statute has been construed and applied. It is needless to say that 
this edition will be welcomed by the members of the New York 
Bar as well as the profession in those states where the 
Negotiable Instruments Law has been enacted, because the act 
being substantially the same in the majority of the states, the 
decisions in another state are of great weight. 



